CHAPTER X
CONDITIONS OF LIFE ON THE ISLAND
easter is a volcanic land, and in the earliest days of the world's
history great lights and flowing lava must have gleamed across
the expanse of water, then -gradually lessened and died away,
leaving their work to be moulded by wind and tide. The island,
as the forces of nature have thus made it, is triangular in shape
and curiously symmetrical.. The length of the base—that is,
of the south, or strictly speaking south-east, coast—is about
thirteen miles* and the greatest width about seven miles; the
circumference, roughly speaking, is thirty-four miles. The apex,
which is the highest ground, is a volcano over 1,700 feet in height
whose summit is formed of a cluster of small craters; the eastern
and western angles are each composed of a large extinct volcano.
The place is geologically young, and the mountains, in contrast
to those of Juan Fernandez, still preserve their original rounded
shape; there are no ravines, no wooded precipices, no inaccessible
heights, but round the whole coast erosion is at work, with the
result that, while on the land side the slopes of all these three
mountains are gradual, on the sea side—that is, in portions of
the north, east, and west coasts respectively—they have been
worn back by the power of the waves into imposing cliffs. In
the lower districts the sheets of lava form a shore-line of some
50 to jqo feet in height, and extend into the sea in black, broken
ridges. Against this coast of alternating high cliffs and jagged
rocks the swell of the Pacific is always dashing, and in a high
wind clouds of white spray first hide, aiid then reveal, the in-
hospitable shore.
The comparatively level and low-lying regions of the island,
namely, those which are .not covered by the three great voL
canoes, consist of the south coast, -and of two tracts which run
across the island on either side. The high ground which forms
the apex of the triangle, is thus divided from that of the
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